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діяльності актуалізує зміст участі людини в процесі вирішення актуальних соціальних 

проблем і висвічує позицію особистості. 

Таким чином, суб‘єктний підхід дозволяє поглянути на волонтера як 

особистість з певним рівнем розвитку, суб‘єктна позиція якої проявляється у 

діяльності, що приносить користь іншим людям або суспільству в цілому. Наслідком 

цього є не просто важливість, а обов‘язкове використання суб‘єктного підходу при 

дослідженні волонтерської діяльності. 
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CULTURE AS A DETERMINANT OF THE ECONOMICS 

 

The influence of the cultural component on economic behavior of a person is 

analyzed. It is noted that in the philosophy of economics the theory of cultural determinants 

of the economy has been formed, which analyzes economic phenomena and processes in 

terms of their dependence on the cultural factor and proceeds from the fact that the 

economic development of society is determined by a system of values, norms, regulations, 

ideals, etc., which are characteristic of a given society or other community. The modern 

manifestation of the influence of the cultural factor on the economic development of society 

is the concept of a smart (intellectual) economy. 
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The economic behavior of people with the necessity involves the availability of 

value-ideological orientations that determine and define it. Economics can not neglect 

cultural and psychological factors, because today homo economicus gives way to a real 

person with its motives, thoughts, values, and aspirations. A modern market economy 

emerges as a link between interacting individuals pursuing their individual goals. Therefore, 

it is necessary to analyze carefully the process of determination of social actions of market 

economy subjects, the ratio of economic efficiency to moral values, ethical norms and 

standards. 

Every economic decision, apart from a pure "economic" component, has other 

aspects: psychological, political, geographical, demographic, psychological, socio-cultural, 

and others. The cultural factor plays an important role in determining the decisions and 

actions of the subjects of the economy, since such decisions and actions are of a social 

nature, they are conditioned by upbringing, education, social status, habits, traditions, a 

system of vital values, religious norms and ideals, etc., related to the sphere of culture. 

In modern scientific literature, culture is interpreted as a system of values, beliefs, 

patterns and norms of behavior that are collectively recognized and accepted, and which are 

inherent in a particular group of people. It is also difficult to disagree with the idea that 

"culture is a collective programming of the human mind that distinguishes members of one 

group from another" [3, 59]. Culture is created and functions as an important mechanism of 

social interaction, which stabilizes the society, helps it to maintain unity and integrity in 

contact with other cultural communities, including in the economic sphere. 

The theory of cultural determinants of the economy, analyzing economic phenomena 

and processes in terms of their dependence on the cultural factor, proceeds from the fact that 

the economic development of society is determined (determined) by a system of values, 

norms, prescriptions, ideals, etc., which are characteristic of this or thatcommunity. 

The question of the role of culture in the determination of the socio-economic sphere 

was relevant to many prominent European scholars from the 19th and 20th centuries. Thus, 

the well-known French philosopher and sociologist E. Durkheim analyzes religion as a 

social institution and its influence on social life. A German scientist, a sociologist, and M. 

Weber studied the problem of the influence of religious beliefs and norms on lifestyle, 

economic activity and human labor. He came to the conclusion that it was Protestant ethics 

as a new ideology of Western Europeans that gave a religious significance to rationally 

organized and aimed at multiplying the wealth of worldly human activity, created the 

foundation of capitalism and played an important role in the formation of a new European 

personality type [1, 136-208]. Another well-known German sociologist and philosopher K. 

Manheim focused on the problem of the place and role of ideology in society's life. Culture 

as a "key" to understanding social processes is also analyzed in the works of the classics of 

Russian and American sociology P. Sorokin and representatives of American sociology of 

the 20th century T. Parsons and R. Merton. 

Such components of culture as theoretical knowledge and standards of scientific 

research, which have become a paradigm of scientific thinking and are crucial for future 

achievements in the field of science and technology; social utopias and social ideals of 

social reorganization that have become or have not become the dominant state ideology; 

new moral and ideological principles and values developed in the field of philosophical and 

religious-ethical teachings can become the basis for future socio-economic transformations, 

explain and solve economic problems. Evidence of this can be the dynamics of industrially 

developed countries, which was determined precisely by the cultural potential of the 
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Renaissance and Reformation, the era of modern times and Enlightenment, the political 

philosophy of liberalism in the 17th and 18th centuries. Influencing economic processes in 

society, the system of culture at the same time serves as the basis for its stability and 

sustainability in development, the basis of social harmony. After all, every society needs a 

minimum of common norms, values, etc., without which it is doomed to decay. For 

societies with a developed economy, such cultural norms, values and principles, in 

particular, are economic freedom, fair competition, trust in contracts, legal protection of 

private property, orientation of entrepreneurial activity to the public interest, moderate state 

regulation of the economy, legal provision by the state of economic activity, principles 

business ethics, etc. 

There is a direct relationship between the norms and principles observed above and 

socio-economic stability. For example, the violation of the principle of honest, "healthy" 

competition, corruption among some entrepreneurs, judges and officials very quickly and 

necessarily leads to a decrease in the level of investment attractiveness of the country's 

economy. As a result, the growth rate of economic development goes down. "Regularity" of 

the economy by the state, the active interference of state power in business activities results 

in the extinction of entrepreneurial initiative, the monopolization of the economy and, 

consequently, the decline in the quality of goods and services produced in the market. 

Hence - thedecline in the quality of life of people, which lesds to the social tension. Legal 

insecurity of the private property institution leads to an increase in corruption, abuse, 

reduction of economic activity and crisis phenomena in the country's economy. 

Consequently, there are reasons to believe that the economic order depends on the 

cultural sphere. "There is no independent economy, it's always the economy within the 

institutional and cultural boundaries," noted the modern German philosopher and scientist-

economist, specialist in the philosophy of management P. Kozlovsky [2, 45]. The "parents" 

of the social market economy, such as: Walter Oiken, Alfred Müller-Armak, Wilhelm 

Ryckke, constantly pointed out that a market economy needs anthropological and 

sociological boundaries [5]. In the postmodernist economy, along with the state and socio-

political components that form the boundaries of the social market economy, new ethical, 

cultural and environmental elements are emerging, transforming it into a wider social, 

ethical and ecological market economy. The expansion of social boundaries, supplemented 

by ethical and cultural components and ecological components, is in line with the language 

of sociology, the transition from an industrial to a cultural society, that is, a substantial 

advance of culture in general and the cultural aspect of the economy, in particular [4]. 

The modern manifestation of the influence of the cultural factor on the economic 

development of society is the concept of a smart (intellectual) economy - an economy of a 

qualitatively new type, based on knowledge, innovation, information and social protection 

of the population. The main factor of its competitiveness is the level of technology and 

innovation, and the main resource of the country's welfare - the creation of conditions for 

the formation and implementation of creative and intellectual potential of man. 
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