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In conclusion the author gives recommendation as to basic directions of 

theoretical development of Ukrainian national concept. 

Key words: nation, state, Ukrainian national concept, ethnos, democratization, 

ideology, people. 

 

References: 

 1. Ukraine: National Idea (2003). Kyiv: Kyiv International University (in Ukr.). 

 2. Grytsak,  Y. I (1996) .  Essay of  History of Ukraine: Forming of Modern 

Ukrainian nation of   XIX -XX centuries .  Kyiv: Geneza (in Ukr.). 

 3. Sytnyk,  P.K., & Derbak,  A.P. (1999) . Spiritual foundations and Mechanisms 

of  Forming of  National Consciousness. Strategichna panorama (Strategic panorama), 

3, 146-154 (in Ukr.). 

4. Franko,  I. (1986).  Straightforward Letter to  Ukrainian Youth in Galitsiya.  In 

:I. Franko. Collection of Works in 5 Volumes.  Vol. 45. Kyiv: Naukova Dumka (in 

Ukr.). 

 5. Gaevskiy,  B.A. (1999).  Contemporary Ukrainian Political Sciencе.  Kyiv: 

Interregional Academy of Personnel Management (in Ukr.). 

 

 

Bulvinskyy Andriy. G. 
Ph.D. in history, Associate professor, Senior research fellow, State Establishment «Institute of 

World History of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine» Kyiv, Ukraine. 

konotop2@gmail.com  

   

ORIGINS Of UKRAINIAN STATE IDEA 

 

 Abstract. The article proves the statement that the roots of Ukrainian state idea of 

the late Middle Ages and early Modernity, embodied in the Ukrainian state of  

Zaporozhian Army which was created in the middle of the XVII century, can be traced 

back to the more ancient period of Ukrainian history. 

The ideology of the state built by Hetman Bogdan Khmelnitsky at the turn of the 

40-50's of XVII century was based on a concept that can be called "Cossacks are heir of 

the knights and of the state traditions of ancient Rus princes." 

Analysis of the documents and written records of this period allows us to say that 

the roots of the modern Ukrainian state idea can be traced back to the traditions, ideas 

and principles of the Late Middle Ages and Early Modernity. Among them: 

The concept of continuity of national history from Kyivan Rus to the Cossack 

Ukraine and the establishment of the thought that Kyivan Rus was the state of the 

Ukrainian people (the idea of historical continuity);  
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the idea of  a succession of "Kyiv" state tradition of X-XIII centuries to the elite 

of princes and boyars of  Kyiv and Volyn of  XIV - early XVII century and to the elite 

of cossacks of  XVII-XVIII centuries (the idea of the continuity of state tradition); 

 the idea of Ukrainian people that their nation has the exclusive right of self-

development and of creation of their own state within the ethnic boundaries of the 

residence (the idea of a national and territorial sovereignty) which was formed in the 

first half of the XVII century;  

the tradition of actual or formal autonomous existence of Ukrainian lands in other 

states in the XIV-XVIII centuries (the tradition of limited sovereignity over Ukrainian 

lands of foreign rulers);  

the idea of political self-sufficiency of Rus-Ukraine, which can be realized in a 

separate Ukrainian state;  

the interpretation of the Ukrainian state established in the middle of the XVII 

century and called Zaporozhian Army as the successor state of Kievan Rus; 

 the idea of  unity of the Ukrainian state finally become distinct in the times of 

B.Khmelnitsky; 

 the idea that the state ruler has to be elected by a free ballot and can‟t be a tyrant 

or absolute monarch; 

 the categories of "law", "freedom" and "liberty" as the key concepts to the 

system of values of Ukrainian gentry and cossacks; 

 the strengthening of the idea that people have a natural right for freedom and that 

legality has to be one of the most important principles of social and political system. 

Keywords: Ukrainian national idea, traditions, values, freedom, Cossacks. 
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POLITICAL ASPECTS OF “AGRARIAN” REVOLUTION OF 1917–1922 

IN UKRAINE 

 

Abstract. The problem of familiarization of the Ukrainian peasantry with 

political life under the conditions of the Revolution and Civil War is considered in the 

article on the basis of the materials of village meetings (not introduced previously into 

scientific turnover) and narrative sources. For the first time in the national 

historiography, the “agrarian” revolution of 1917-1922 is characterized within the 

conception of Danilov V.P., Russian researcher of the history of peasantry. The 
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