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POLITICAL ASPECTS OF “AGRARIAN” REVOLUTION OF 1917-1922
IN UKRAINE

Abstract. The problem of familiarization of the Ukrainian peasantry with
political life under the conditions of the Revolution and Civil War is considered in the
article on the basis of the materials of village meetings (not introduced previously into
scientific turnover) and narrative sources. For the first time in the national
historiography, the “agrarian” revolution of 1917-1922 is characterized within the
conception of Danilov V.P., Russian researcher of the history of peasantry. The
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“Agrarian Revolution” has economic nature (the struggle of peasants against the
landlords, priests, rich peasants and later - against the state), and the analysis of its
political aspects can expand the understanding of the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-
1921.

The particular attention is paid to the characteristics of peasants’ attitude to the
authority, land question, and church. The problem of familiarization of peasants with
political life is being seen through the activity of rural meetings (gatherings, meetings):
the frequency of calling, qualitative membership, role of front-line soldiers, workers of
cities, and party agitators are highlighted in the formation of peasant attitudes and
behavior.

It is concluded that the decision of rural gatherings and land issue meetings were
determined by peasant pragmatism concerning the attitude to the church in the years of
1917-1920. Ukrainian village under the conditions of the revolution and civil war was
very far from the political process in the cities. Peasants, being in the conditions of
anarchy or permanent changes for a long time, set their rural authorities, created
independent peasant republics, and supported peasant rebel movement. Using its own
discretion, the village having made the redistribution of land tried to ward off the
negative impact of the outside world by the revival of community relations. The
Revolution and Civil War changed the outlook, lifestyle, and even the nature of the
peasantry.

Keywords: “agrarian revolution’; rural gathering, peasants, land question.
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