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CULTURE OF ETHNIC MINORITIES IN GENERAL IDEOLOGY OF
STATE BUILDING IN INDEPENDENT UKRAINE (1991-2012)

Abstract. On the basis of general analysis of historical facts, analytical materials,
scientific arguments it is done an attempt to reveal the peculiarities of requirements of
culture of Ukraine’s ethnics. After declaration of independence the ethno minorities of
Ukraine entered into a new stage of their life with different level of self-organization
and ethnical consciousness, and with sense of duty before Ukrainian state.

It is arisen the new conditions for satisfaction of cultural requirements of Ukraine’s
ethnics. The speed of integration of ethno minorities generally depended on the
historical tradition which ethnics continued to follow. Those who compactly lived on
the borders of Ukraine felt themselves as owners of situation and did not think about
integration. Besides that in every neighbor country there were definite political forces
which were not interested in integration of ethnics into ethno-political space of Ukraine.
Integration processes in Ukraine progressed with definite difficulties as they required
mutual adaptation of communities. The process of preservation of own originality and
overcoming of culture of title ethnos was seen differently by ethnics. Some of them
aimed to ethno cultural isolation, others showed decision to integration transformations.

The reasons which defined the level of satisfaction of requirements of culture of
Ukraine’s ethnics were different and at the same time complex; they laid down in
differences of historical way of development of ethnics, specificity of mentality,
different levels of urbanization, etc. It is conducted the scientific reconstruction of
process of preparing of domestic legislation, which regulated realization of rights on
culture, civil dimension of national rebirth by Ukraine’s ethnics. It is revealed both
achievements and errors in this case and also found out the measure of concordance of
norms of laws to the similar international documents.

The legislation and legal foundation of Ukraine of this period, which regulated
development of cultural environment of ethnical minorities was being worked
sequentially. It had specificity because acquired acts, declarations, laws, regulations,
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decrees, decisions had character of documents, which regulated cultural rights of
ethnics, activity of national and cultural communities with their defense, building of the
system of ethnical institutions of culture and their involvement to the state institutions,
etc. only indirectly. The usage of modern methodological instrumentation permitted to
clear up a lot of aspects which concerned with place of culture of ethnic minorities in
general ideology of state building and social and political transformation of independent
state.

Key words: culture, ethnic group, law, Constitution of Ukraine, Ukraine,
language.
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