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Abstract. Conflicts are one of the main challenges of modern times leading to negative impact on food security. The 

paper substantiates the results of direct and indirect impact of conflicts on food security.  

Based on the assessment of the impact of the war between Russia and Ukraine on food security, the paper provides 

the assessments of the trends and challenges developed during the conflict. The conclusions on the results of the 

negative impact of conflicts on food security are made, and the recommendations on the ways to overcome the 

uncertainty caused by conflicts are developed. 
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Introduction. Currently, conflicts are one of the main hindering factors for achieving the 

goals of sustainable development of food production and food security. Conflicts lead to the 

reduction of the areas occupied by crops and livestock, and the disruption of supply chains. In 

addition, they have a negative impact on the entire ecosystem, destroy natural resources (land, 

water, forest), lead to an increase in product prices, inflation, and other negative consequences. 

Conflicts have a particularly negative impact on food security. Determining the negative impact 

of conflicts allows identification of the main challenges of food security, and the development of 
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recommendations on the future development of this very important sector and the possibilities of 

achieving food security for the population. 

Purpose. The purpose of the research is to identify the main challenges based on the 

study of the impact of conflicts on food security and to develop recommendations on the ways to 

overcome them. 

For achieving the goal, a bibliographic research was conducted, comparison, analysis, 

matrix, expert and other methods were used, the data from the relevant websites and databases of 

national and international organizations was applied. 

Results. Identifying the causal link between food security and conflict is vital for 

reducing food insecurity and strengthening the prospects for peace. Due to the urgency of the 

problem, it is important to develop specific concepts of food conflict [1]. 

Conflicts negatively affect supply chains of agri-food products [2], utilization of natural 

resources (land, water), infrastructure, food production, storage and supply systems, 

consumption [3]. All this, in turn, results in economic recession and inflation, disrupts social 

networks and destroys social services. In the short term, conflict affects food security, and in the 

long term it has a negative impact on human development. 

In the regions with intense conflicts, annual agricultural incomes per hectare, as well as 

investments, are much lower than in non-conflict regions. Conflicts lead to an immediate 

increase in production costs [4]. 

The analysis of the impact of conflicts on food security demonstrated that any type of 

conflict has a negative impact both on food security and on all the areas of public life. The 

number of the people in food crisis due to the conflicts clearly shows that the food crisis caused 

by the conflict covers the majority of the population. 

Russia-Ukraine war has a negative impact on production [2]. The war would be costly 

for both sides and would affect the global food supply. The war between Russia and Ukraine is a 

conflict with a negative impact on production and food security, as Ukraine and Russia occupy 

important positions in the food market in terms of world production of major food crops.  

It is expected that achieving the Sustainable Development Goals would become more 

difficult. The expansion of the conflict on an international scale will lead to significant 

disruptions in trade flows from these two countries, which will ultimately affect food prices [5]. 

When comparing the conflict period with other periods, it becomes clear that during the conflict, 

the prices of food products almost doubled. Speculations on the market formed due to the 

conflict also contributed to the increase in prices [6]. 

The data show that the war had a negative impact on the world economy, including 

business sector in Georgia. The impact is negative for 74% of the companies in Georgia, very 

negative for 12%, and for 33% the situation is still unstable [7]. 

Dependence on Russia and Ukraine for basic products creates anticipation of food 

shortages. The negative processes of confrontation and its impact on agro-food production are 

still ongoing. However, some expectations have occured, although so far mostly pessimistic.  

For reducing negative expectations and uncertainty, it is necessary to analyze the 

synergistic effects between sectors. First, it is needed to determine the correlation between the 

energy and agri-food sectors. In addition, there is one important factor that should be taken into 

account - trade connects national economies with the global economy. As a result, an increase in 

inflation in the global economy usually leads to an increase in domestic prices.  

With the purpose to identify the correlation between interrelated products in Georgia, we 

studied the detailed consumer price indices for gasoline, bread flour and wheat bread. In terms of 

the detailed indices of consumer prices of gasoline, wheat bread and bread flour, the 

interdependence in Georgia is relatively uneven, however, the main correlation can still be 

observed. In order to evaluate the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war, an export-import analysis 

between Georgia with Russia and Ukraine was also conducted. Both countries are among the 
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largest trade partners of Georgia. In terms of exports, Russia ranks the 4th position (with 12.9%) 

and Ukraine the 5th (with 9.5%). In terms of imports, Russia holds the 2nd position (11%), while 

Ukraine takes the 7th position (4.3%) [8]. 

The Russia-Ukraine war has affected both the total volume of export and import - the 

export and import indicators with Ukraine have decreased, while the increase in the 

correspondent indicators with Russia were observed. 

Conclusion. Conflicts have direct and indirect impact on food security. In order to 

eliminate the negative processes caused by the impact of conflicts and to achieve the goals of 

sustainable development of the sector in the long term, it is advisable to diversify food markets, 

change the priorities of government policy in accordance with the expected scenarios, and 

reinvest in food production. 
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Conflicts are of diverse types and arise everywhere and in all areas, from religious beliefs 

to multicultural society. Therefore, the main priorities of managing the conflict situation should 

be reflected which includes the possibility of framing them.  Conflict has always existed, exists 

now and will exist in all stages of humanity even in the distant future. At this stage, public 
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