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UKRAINE'S ACCESSION TO THE EU CIVIL PROTECTION 

MECHANISM: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

In October 2001, the European Commission established the EU Civil Protection 

Mechanism (Mechanism). When an emergency overwhelms the response capabilities 

of a country in Europe and beyond, it can request assistance through the Mechanism, 

which aims to strengthen cooperation between the EU countries and 10 participating 

states on civil protection to improve prevention, preparedness, and response to 

disasters. The Commission plays a key role in coordinating disaster response 

worldwide, contributing to at least 75% of the transport and/or operational costs of 

deployments (European Commission). 

Apart from EU member states, the Mechanism counts 10 participating nations 

(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 

Norway, Serbia, Turkey, and Ukraine). 

Since its establishment in 2001, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has fielded 

over 700 requests for aid within and outside the EU (European Commission). 

Moreover, the Mechanism plays a crucial role in coordinating disaster 

preparedness and prevention efforts among national authorities, fostering the exchange 

of best practices. This ongoing collaboration fosters the development of common 

standards, enhancing teams' ability to comprehend different approaches and seamlessly 

collaborate during crises.  

In 2022, due to the full-scale invasion by the russian federation, Ukraine and the 

EU intensified dialogue and work at all levels on Ukraine's full membership in the EU, 

including European safety institutions and programs. 

With the aim of coordinating the receipt of humanitarian aid from foreign 

partners, 4 logistics hubs have been created by Union Civil Protection Mechanism for 
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the storage and distribution of aid received for Ukraine in Rzeszów and Nisko 

(Republic of Poland), Kosice (Slovak Republic) and Suceava (Romania). At present, 

cooperation with foreign countries to receive humanitarian aid to meet the needs of the 

units of the State Emergency Service is actively continuing. A mechanism for 

coordination and transportation of international aid has been established. 

The active joint work of the EU and Ukraine on the development of a legal 

framework for joining the Union Civil Protection Mechanism unfolded, which was 

intended not only to legislatively regulate the provision of assistance from the EU, but 

also to create a strong partnership in this area. 

 On 20 April 2023, the Agreement between Ukraine, on the one part, and the 

European Union, on the other part, on the participation of Ukraine in the Union Civil 

Protection Mechanism was signed (The Agreement between Ukraine, 2023). 

On 21 June 2023, SESU established an Office (working group) for cooperation 

with the UCPM. The Action Plan for the Implementation of the EU-Ukraine 

Agreement on Participation in UCPM was approved, and drafts of relevant regulations 

have been developed. Work is continuing. 

On 8 November 2023, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine ratified the Agreement 

between Ukraine, on the one part, and the European Union, on the other part, on the 

participation of Ukraine in the Union Civil Protection Mechanism. 

On 28 November 2023, the President of Ukraine signed the Law of Ukraine "On 

Ratification of the Agreement between Ukraine, on the one part, and the European Union, 

on the other part, on the participation of Ukraine in the Union Civil Protection Mechanism" 

(Закон України, 2023). On 14 December 2023, the Agreement entered into force. 

On 29 November 2023, the State Emergency Service of Ukraine by the Order No. 

959 approved the Action Plan (roadmap) for the implementation of the Agreement 

between Ukraine, on the one part, and the European Union, on the other part, on the 

participation of Ukraine in the Union Civil Protection Mechanism for 2023-2024 

(Наказ ДСНС України, 2023), which consists of the following blocks: organisational 

measures, formation of SES modules, legislative changes, exchange of experience and 

strengthening of horizontal cooperation. 
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Starting from August 2023, in cooperation with the European Commission, 

representatives of the SESU undergo an internship at the Emergency Response 

Coordination Centre (ERCC) in Brussels to deepen cooperation with the EU Civil 

Protection Mechanism, gain practical knowledge and skills in the work of the ERCC 

and develop working relationships with European colleagues. 

SESU is preparing for certification as an UCPM module of the Heavy search and 

rescue team of the Mobile Rescue Centre of the SES of Ukraine and the formation of other 

SESU teams-modules (first of all, high-capacity pumping, aero-medical evacuation and 

CBRN protection) and preparation for their certification in the UCPM system. 

Upon receipt of a request for assistance via the Mechanism, the Emergency 

Response Coordination Centre (ERCC) promptly initiates the mobilization of requisite 

aid or expertise. 

Operating incessantly, the ERCC vigilantly monitors global events, ensuring 

unfaltering surveillance and expeditious response capabilities by maintaining direct 

communication channels with national civil protection authorities. 

Specialized teams and equipment, including but not limited to firefighting aircraft, 

search and rescue units, and medical teams, stand primed for immediate deployment, 

both within and beyond the confines of Europe, facilitating swift and effective 

responses to emergent situations. 

Disasters can strike across borders, catching multiple countries off guard. Pooling 

together the capabilities of civil protection services enables a stronger and more 

cohesive collective response to emergencies. 

In response to the war in Ukraine, the EU is implementing its largest emergency 

operation since the creation of the Mechanism, and channels millions of emergency 

items to Ukraine and the region. 

The collaborative approach not only consolidates the expertise and resources of 

first responders but also prevents redundant relief efforts, guaranteeing that aid 

effectively addresses the needs of those affected. A well-coordinated joint response 

ensures that overwhelmed national authorities have a unified point of contact, 

streamlining the management of the crisis humanitarian situation. 
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The accession of Ukraine to the EU Civil Protection Mechanism marks a 

significant stride towards European integration, underscoring the nation's commitment 

to aligning its disaster response and preparedness protocols with those of its European 

counterparts. 

This move not only signifies Ukraine's willingness to adopt and adhere to 

common European standards but also fosters closer collaboration and solidarity with 

other member states. By participating in the Mechanism, Ukraine gains access to an 

extensive network of resources, expertise, and support systems, which can substantially 

bolster its capacity to manage and mitigate the impact of disasters effectively. 

Moreover, integration into the Mechanism facilitates the exchange of best 

practices, knowledge sharing, and capacity-building initiatives, thereby enhancing 

Ukraine's overall resilience to emergencies. This alignment with European frameworks 

not only strengthens Ukraine's disaster management capabilities but also enhances its 

compatibility with EU policies and regulations, laying a foundation for deeper 

integration into the European community. 

Furthermore, participation in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism demonstrates 

Ukraine's commitment to regional cooperation and stability, fostering trust and 

solidarity among European nations. It also showcases Ukraine's proactive approach to 

addressing shared challenges and upholding common values, which are central to the 

process of European integration. 

Overall, Ukraine's integration into the EU Civil Protection Mechanism represents 

an important step forward in its journey towards European integration, emphasizing its 

readiness to align with European standards, foster cooperation, and contribute to the 

collective resilience of the continent. 
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ALLIANCE LEADERS SHOULD LEAD THEIR ALLIANCES –  

A RESEARCH BASED OPINION ON THE US ROLE  

IN SUPPORTING UKRAINE’S DEFENCE AGAINST RUSSIA 

 

The purpose of this essay is to complete a short examination of aid that Ukraine 

has received since the outbreak of the Russian Full-Scale invasion in February 2022. 

While humanitarian and military aid will be discussed, the deeper purpose of this work 

is the take a look at how alliance leadership has worked during this time frame. Alliance 

in this case means the west, as led by the United States. This includes NATO but also 

Ukraine itself as well as other allies globally. 

The United States has been broadly supportive of Ukraine, particularly since the 

beginning of the current war in 2014 with the illegal Russian invasion of the Donbas 
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