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UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CONCEPT: HISTORICAL REALITIES

Abstract. Today independent Ukrainian state has been on a new stage of its
evolution movement — the state has announced its intention to realize large-scale social
reforms which are aimed at the formation and development of civil society and
qualitative democratization of the country.

There is no doubt that among the problems which should be solved in this context
the most vital are the processes of democratic national rebirth, enrichment of national
sovereignty by stateformation, economic, political and socio-cultural content.

It is necessary to mention that democratic national rebirth as a complex,
integrated and multistaged process is the embodiment of Ukrainian national concept.
That’s why it is not strange, that the establishment of Ukrainian statehood at new stage
of international and European communities development is formed in the context of
Ukrainian national concept. This problem is discussed in the article.

The notion “Ukrainian national concept” is one of the least formulated, but at the
same time one of the most widely-used in modern political science. Its content is being
made more concrete and changed depending on the conditions of nation’s existence and
those real aims and tasks which it should realize at every stage of historical
development. Modern paradigm of Ukrainian national concept is based on the fact that
it has its own history which is inseparable from the history of ethno-genesis of
Ukrainian people, formation of Ukrainian modern nation, national-liberated competition
of Ukrainians for freedom, independence and their own state.

The article analyses eight major periods of Ukrainian national concept
development. It starts from Slavonic times when the Pra-Ukrainians had the simplest,
sometimes rather primitive knowledge about their originality and the language
uniqueness, habits, rituals, love to native land, its defense which were expressed in
myths, legends, stories and other styles of oral folk art.

The author of the article attracts attention to the main conditions of national
concept existence, gives a lot of interesting examples of both positive and negative
results of national concept development.

Ukraine can present itself in the international arena only on the basis of national
concept, as national democratic state. That’s why the author believes that one of the
most important problems of modern Ukrainian society development is the formation
and practical implementation of the concept which is capable to consolidate nation into
integrated ethno-social organism, namely, a Ukrainian national concept.
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In conclusion the author gives recommendation as to basic directions of
theoretical development of Ukrainian national concept.
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ORIGINS Of UKRAINIAN STATE IDEA

Abstract. The article proves the statement that the roots of Ukrainian state idea of
the late Middle Ages and early Modernity, embodied in the Ukrainian state of
Zaporozhian Army which was created in the middle of the XVII century, can be traced
back to the more ancient period of Ukrainian history.

The ideology of the state built by Hetman Bogdan Khmelnitsky at the turn of the
40-50's of XVII century was based on a concept that can be called "Cossacks are heir of
the knights and of the state traditions of ancient Rus princes."

Analysis of the documents and written records of this period allows us to say that
the roots of the modern Ukrainian state idea can be traced back to the traditions, ideas
and principles of the Late Middle Ages and Early Modernity. Among them:

The concept of continuity of national history from Kyivan Rus to the Cossack
Ukraine and the establishment of the thought that Kyivan Rus was the state of the
Ukrainian people (the idea of historical continuity);



